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GOAL 13: ENERGY CONSERVATION 

General Discussion 

To conserve energy.  

Land and uses shall be managed and controlled so as to maximize  the  
conservation of all forms of energy,  based upon  sound  economic 
principles.  

Objections 

Situate applicable future land use close to existing transportation corridors 
and public facilities to achieve greater energy efficiency.  

Develop public programs that would minimize depletion of non-renewable 
sources of energy.  

Develop public programs that would encourage utilization of renewable 
energy sources.  

Establish efficient energy supply that would provide economical service 
conducive to the general health, welfare and orderly development of the 
County.  

Promote efficient development and use of the County's geothermal 
resources.  

Encourage the location of future residential land uses adjacent to or in 
close proximity to places of work, shopping areas, medical facilities, etc., 
in order to conserve energy and to achieve greater energy efficiency.  

1. POLICY: The County shall encourage the use of renewable and efficient 
energy sources in residential, commercial, and industrial 
development.  

Rationale:  

• To reduce County dependence on high cost nonrenewable and inefficient 
sources of energy.  
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Implementation:  

• The County may study and prepare a Comprehensive Energy Plan that 
provides energy conservation standards and criteria for new and existing 
residential, commercial and industrial development.  

• The County may provide building permit fee waivers for energy 
conservation practices.  

• The County may consider further economic incentives for energy 
conservation practices.  

2. POLICY: The development and use of alternative cost effective energy 
in Klamath County shall be encouraged.  

Rationale:  

• To conserve extracted energy sources (fossil fuels) and reduce pollution 
(furthers Goal 6).  

Implementation:  

• The County should encourage economic incentives to developers utilizing 
alternative energy techniques in the design and construction of residential, 
commercial and industrial structures.  These economic incentives may 
include but are not limited to permit fee waivers and increased density 
allowances for PUD's and residential development.  

• Development guidelines and technical information may be provided by the 
Planning Department Staff to implement this policy.  

3. POLICY: New developments and neighborhoods that are large enough 
to support neighborhood-serving land uses (e.g., 
neighborhood shopping centers, schools, parks) may be 
created.  

Rationale:  

• To reduce the need for long-distance auto trips to shopping, schools and 
recreation.  
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Implementation:  

• The land use plan designates appropriate potential areas for such new 
developments and neighborhoods.  

4. POLICY: The discovery and development of geothermal energy is of 
direct interest to the people of Klamath County.  

Geothermal energy offers one of the most promising and environmentally 
acceptable energy sources available and it shall be County policy to 
encourage compatible development of this resource.  Geothermal energy is 
an indigenous resource and its development can measurably add to Oregon's 
energy independence.  

Development of direst uses will encourage movement of new industries into 
Klamath County, thus reducing our dependence on cyclical and season 
employment.  

Rationale:  

• To reduce County dependence on high-cost nonrenewable and inefficient 
sources of energy.  

• To utilize areas of the County that possess geothermal resources.  

• To provide employment opportunities and to diversify the County 
economic base.  

• To encourage the conservation of conventional energy by maximizing the 
use of cost effective alternative energy sources.  

Implementation:  

• When technical data is available, the County Planning Department shall 
prepare a long-range Comprehensive Geothermal Energy Plan to guide 
the development and use of geothermal resources in Klamath County.  
This plan will provide energy conservation standards and criteria for new 
and existing industrial, commercial and residential development that will 
ensure resource preservation and compatibility of surrounding land uses.  

• As an interim measure, rural areas* with known geothermal resources 
now in large block holdings should be maintained in resource zones (i.e., 
agriculture, forestry) until the long-range Comprehensive Plan is adopted 
or until the Geothermal Plan and Zone is approved and applied.  
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• The County shall provide a geothermal designation to encourage the use 
of know geothermal resource areas for industrial and commercial use.  

• Uses other than resource uses which do not utilize the geothermal 
resource shall be restricted.  

* Those areas outside any Urban Growth Boundary.  

5. POLICY: Use of timber and agriculture wastes may be encouraged as 
an alternative source of fuel.  

Rationale:  

• To use these abundant and renewable fuel sources to provide low-cost 
energy and to preserve fossil fuels.  

• This augments solid waste disposal as outlined in Goal 6.  

Implementation:  

• The County may study the feasibility of providing an economic incentives 
program for the production of gasahol and methane from agricultural by-
products and wastes.  


