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GOAL 12: TRANSPORTATION 

General Discussion  

To encourage a safe, convenient and economic transportation system.  

A transportation plan may:  

1. Consider all modes of transportation including mass transit, air, 
water, pipeline, rail, highway, bicycle and pedestrian.  

2. Be based upon an inventory of local, regional and state 
transportation needs.  

3. Conserve energy.  

4. Conform with local and regional comprehensive land use plans.  

(Each plan shall include a provision for transportation as a key facility.)  

Objectives  

Encourage coordination with all transportation agencies to plan, construct, 
and maintain the transportation network.  

Coordinate street and highway development so as to enhance overall 
County development.  

Encourage proper design and transportation facilities to ensure maximum 
safety.  

Encourage interrelationships of streets and highways with other modes of 
transportation.  

Strive for equality of service to and from all parts of the County.  

Plan for the separation of pedestrian ways and vehicle traffic ways to 
ensure maximum protection and convenience.  

Coordinate proposed plans for truck routes with all related committees, 
boards, and agencies to minimize traffic hazards and attempt to ensure 
that such routes are compatible with adjacent land uses.  

Coordinate airport locations with existing and future transportation routes 
as well as land use.  
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Encourage a balanced system of transportation between air, rail and land 
for efficient movement of people and goods.  

Encourage efficient development and/or expansion of rail services to 
existing and future industrial land uses.  

Definitions:  

• Transportation refers to the movement of people and goods.  

• Transportation facility refers to one or more transportation facilities that 
are planned, developed, operated and maintained in a coordinated 
manner to supply continuity of movement between modes and within and 
between geographic and jurisdictional areas.  

• Mass transit refers to any form of passenger transportation that carries 
members of the public on a regular and continuing basis.  

• Transportation disadvantaged refers to those individuals who have 
difficulty in obtaining transportation because of their age, income, physical 
or mental disability.  

1. POLICY: A transportation facilities plan and an official map for 
highways, arterials, and collectors shall be prepared that are 
consistent with the Klamath Falls Urban Growth Boundary.  

Rationale:  

• To reserve sufficient rights-of-way for future construction and widening of 
highways, arterials, and collectors.  

Implementation:  

• The County Public Works Department will cause the plan to be prepared.  

• The Board of County Commissioners may adopt the plan following 
appropriate hearings.  
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2. POLICY: New, self-contained neighborhood commercial centers shall 
be encouraged.  Such centers should be scaled to the 
immediate needs of surrounding development and shall be 
designed to serve the needs of the development so as not to 
undercut the regional function of existing commercial 
districts, if applicable.  

Rationale:  

• To avoid increasing traffic congestion.  

Implementation:  

• The Land use plan designates commercial land in areas of new 
development that should be used for neighborhood shopping centers and 
other local serving commercial uses.  

3. POLICY: Patterns of development that generate significant traffic 
across grade-level railroad crossing shall be avoided 
whenever possible.  

Rationale:  

• To reduce safety hazards.  

Implementation:  

• Where possible, the land use plan places lower density residential 
development only where major destinations (such as employment 
locations) are across grade-level railroad crossings.  Also, wherever 
possible, the plan uses railroads and major arterials to define the 
boundaries of service areas for schools, parks, and neighborhood 
shopping facilities.  

4. POLICY: The County shall encourage the extension of rail lines to serve 
major industrial developments, provided that such rail lines do 
not disrupt auto traffic or transport hazardous cargoes 
through residential areas.  
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Rationale:  

• To provide current and ensure future occupants of a particular site or 
industrial park with rail service when requested by occupants and where 
practical.  

• To provide energy efficient movement of goods (furthers Goal 13).  

• To provide efficient (energy and economically ) and safe means of 
transportation of large, bulky, low-valued, and oversized commodities and 
products that cannot be transported over highways.  

• To enable shippers to have wider choice of transportation services and 
thus be in a better bargaining position when negotiating rates with carriers 
(furthers Goal 9).  

• To enable delivery of goods in period of emergency, strike, or inclement 
weather when other forms of transportation cannot operate.  

Implementation:  

• The land use plan site industrial and major commercial areas on or 
adjacent to commercial transportation.  

5. POLICY: The width and spacing of driveways along arterials shall be 
restricted.  Where necessary, turning lanes cut out of abutting 
property or the construction of parallel frontage roads shall be 
required, if adequately proven to be necessary by the 
governing body or agency.  

Rationale:  

• To reduce acceleration, deceleration, and turning movements that reduce 
the efficiency and safety of arterials.  

• To reduce noise from stop-and-go traffic.  

• To increase the distance between traffic and nearby land use to mitigate 
noise impacts.  

Implementation:  

• The Land Development Code establishes development standards 
regulating ingress and egress of land uses abutting major arterials.  
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6. POLICY: Higher density residential development should when feasible, 
be located within walking distance (1,000 feet to one quarter 
mile) of major arterials.  

Rationale:   

• To locate the maximum number of dwelling units within walking distance 
of arterials in order to facilitate efficient transit services.  

Implementation:  

• The land use plan should locate, when feasible, higher density residential 
development near major arterials, and the Land Development Code shall 
require pedestrian walkway along future streets.  

7. POLICY: The County shall encourage local governments to improve the 
convenience and safety of pedestrian and bicycle 
transportation.  

Rationale:  

• To protect human life.  

Implementation:  

• The County shall study the safety of proposed bicycle and pedestrian 
circulation networks and stress automobile and pedestrian segregation 
techniques.  

8. POLICY: The Country shall encourage existing airports to be 
maintained and improved, and encourage the development of 
additional airports as needed.  

Rationale:  

• To provide citizens with an alternative transportation mode.  

• To facilitate the flow of goods and services (furthers Goal 9).  
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Implementation:  

• The County shall support the adoption of the Klamath Falls Municipal 
Airport Master Plan and provisions.  

9. POLICY: The County shall avoid new road alignments, whenever 
reasonably feasible, that divide farm lands into uneconomic 
farm units.  

Rationale:  

• To preserve agricultural land for agricultural uses (furthers Goal 3).  

Implementation:  

• The County shall cooperate with State Highway Department when 
planning roads to enforce this policy.  

10. POLICY: Height and use of structures within the approach and 
departure zones designated for the Klamath Falls Municipal 
Airport in the l976 Airport Master Plan shall be limited (Arnold 
Thompson Associates, Inc., Master Plan, Klamath Falls 
Municipal Airport, April, l976); specifically:  

A. The height of all structures within the airport approach and departure 
zones shall be limited.  

B. All residential and heavy-use (i.e., uses where large numbers of people 
congregate) land uses within the airport approach safety zones shall be 
restricted or prohibited.  

C. Uses which would create interference with or hazards to aviation shall be 
prohibited.  

Rationale:  

• To avoid hazardous obstructions and other uses within flight paths.  

• To avoid conflicts between present and future airport uses and the 
development of land surrounding the airport.  
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Implementation:  

• The land use plan designates approach and departure zones for the 
airport in accordance with the Airport Master Plan.  

• The Land Development Code includes an overlay zone restricting the 
height and use of structures within these areas.  

11. POLICY: A safe, convenient and economic transportation system, 
adequate to serve anticipated growth, shall be developed that 
will minimize adverse social, economic and environmental 
impacts and costs of the transportation systems.  

Rationale:  

• To assure adequate access to all areas of the County.  

• To assure that development does not overburden roads or bring about 
excessive costs to the County or individuals.  

Implementation:  

• A review process shall be established to assure that adequate  roadway 
improvements and transportation systems exist or are planned before 
development proposals are approved.  

12. POLICY: The County shall establish protection zones (clear zones) for 
all State-owned airports.  

Rationale:  

• To protect the health, safety and welfare of the people in the areas 
adjacent to the State-owned airports.  

Implementation:  

• Protection zones (clear zones) have been drawn for the Chiloquin Airport 
as indication in the "Site Study and Airport Master Plan" for the Chiloquin 
Airport.  
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• Protection zones (clear zones) have been drawn for the landing strips 
located at Beaver Marsh, Crescent Lake and Malin.  The clear zones are 
the same size as those used at Chiloquin since only light aircraft can 
utilize these fields.  


